
	

ITIHAAS	SUMMER	HERITAGE	PROGRAMME	

ELECTION	MUSEUM		REPORT	2019	

It	 was	 rightly	 put	 forth	 by	 John	 F.	 Kennedy	 that	 the	 ignorance	 of	 even	 one	 voter	 in	 a	
democracy,	 impairs	 the	 security	 of	 all.	 With	 the	 same	 thought	 process,	 ITIHAAS,	 in	
collaboration	 with	 the	 Election	 Museum	 in	 Delhi,	 started	 the	 Election	 Museum	 Summer	
Internship	Program	to	understand	the	heritage	of	elections	in	India	as	well	as	to	inculcate	
the	spirit	of	being	informed	voters	and	understanding	their	responsibilities	as	a	citizen.		

Conducting	the	third	wave	of	this	Internship	from	27th	to	31st	May	2019,	over	50	students	
from	18	different	schools	were	selected	from	grades	9th	to	12th	to	experience	and	explore	the	
legacy	of	Elections	and	Democracy	in	India.		

The	 internship	 started	with	 the	students	being	oriented	about	 this	5	day	program,	being	
introduced	 to	 their	 Sherpas,	 who	 guide	 them	 through	 the	 various	 activities	 that	 the	
Internship	includes	to	ensure	quality	learning.	The	first	day	also	saw	their	first	interaction	
with	this	Museum,	where	the	students	attempt	to	understand	the	purpose	of	the	Museum	
and	its	message.		

Students	worked	at	2	levels…	individually	and	as	group	members.	As	a	group	they	formed	a	
political	party	to	understand	the	dynamics	of	Indian	politics	in	the	context	of	democracy	and	
as	an	individual	they	worked	on	contemporary	political	leaders,	from	all	across	the	country	
to	understand	the	electoral	wins	and	failures	of		the	2019	Lok	Sabha	Elections.		

The	race	to	form	
the	 government	
was	 intense	 and	
exciting,	 as	 the	
students	 named	
their	 party,	
created	 and	
explained	 the	

symbol,	
developed	 a	

manifesto,	 campaigned,	 addressed	 the	 masses	 and	 finally	 voted	 to	 form	 a	 coalition	
government	which	on	the	last	day,	passed	a	bill	with	a	sweeping	2/3rd	majority	of	the	house.		

	

	

	



	

			 	

Dr	Ranbir	singh,	CEO	Election	Museum,	Ms	Mitali	Mukherjee	a	journalist	from	Editorji	and	
Shri	Chiranjit	Singh,	Election	Officer	SVEEP	were	a	few	of	the	guest	speakers.	

														 	

ITIHAAS	is	proud	to	say,	that	this	program	directs	the	students	towards	informed	citizenship	
and	fosters	the	importance	of	debates	and	discussions	in	any	democracy.	Team	work	and	
individual	growth	are	the	two	basic	fundamentals	on	which	all	the		activities	were	based.	

											 	

We	express	our	gratitude	to	the	authorities	and	the	entire	staff	of	the	Election	Museum	who	
encouraged	and	guided	the	students	in	all	ways	possible.	We	are	delighted	by	the	success	of	
this	Internship	Program.	

	

	

The	 students	 also	 got	 an	 o	
pportunity	to	see	the	ITIHAAS	
copy	 of	 the	 Constitution.	This	
was	 later	used	for	 the	elected	
government’s		PM	candidate	to	
take	the	oath	of	office.		

What	 made	 these	 activities	 even	 more	
interesting	 and	 informative	 were	 the	
guest	 speakers,	 from	 various	 fields	who	
interacted	 with	 the	 students	 on	 the	
importance	 of	 various	 aspects	 of	 the	
election	 process,	 be	 it	 the	 Role	 of	 the	
Booth	 Workers,	 Responsibility	 of	 the	
Media,	 Job	 of	 the	 Election	 Commission	
etc.		



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A REPORT ON THE 
SUMMER HERITAGE 

PROJECT 

AT THE NATIONAL 
MUSEUM 

6th – 13th June, 2018 
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       The ITIHAAS-Summer Heritage Programme, 2018 took place in collaboration with the National 

Museum (Delhi) from 6th-13th June. It was attended by 57 students of classes XIth and XIIth, seeking 
a firsthand perspective on researching a primary historical source archived in a museum as well as 
learning various techniques employed in data collation and interpretation, and in the preservation 
of a rich collection of artifacts in such a space. The workshop turned out to be a demanding as well 
as an insightful experience for the students, who had all been selected after a tedious screening 
process, to represent schools from across Delhi NCR. 

 
            The National Museum boasts of over 200,000 works of art, of both Indian and foreign origin, 

covering more than 5,000 years of the rich cultural heritage of different parts of the world, bringing 
history to life. Its rich collection of the museum represents almost all disciplines of art: 
Archaeology, Arms and Armour, Decorative Arts, Jewellery, Manuscripts, Miniatures, Tanjore and 
Ajanta Paintings, Textiles, Numismatics, Epigraphy, Central Asian Antiquities, Anthropology, Pre-
Columbian American and Western Art Collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The museum is currently hosting an impressive exhibition on Indian Civilization called “India and 
the World: A History in Nine Stories”, tracing a history of two million years by displaying over200 
objects from the British Museum, London and 20 museums and private collections from India. 
Reflecting the chronological evolution of Indian Civilization since antiquity as well as its 
interconnectedness with the world at large through an incredible range of exquisite artifacts from 
India and abroad, the exhibition captures the attention of every visitor indeed. It was this 
exhibition that was also the focus of this year’s summer workshop.  

The project had two components - (i) individual research of an object from one of the galleries of 
the museum with a special focus on its physical attributes, contextual history and value or role in 
an international framework by establishing a connection between the individual object and the 
larger theme of „India and the World‟, as part of their research, and (ii) a collective assignment—
done in gallery-based groups— of creating an audio guide or an activity kit for the gallery allotted 
to each team. The project was presented in the form of an individual final report, a gallery tour by 
each group and a final presentation of the activity or audio kit. 

ITIHAAS interns at the National Museum 

  “This internship was not only an educational, but an 
equally exciting experience for me. It gave me the 
opportunity to revisit and explore the rich and 
glorious past of India along with understanding the 
various dynamics and inner workings of any museum, 
thus fulfilling my thirst for knowledge. The visits to 
the galleries, Conservation Lab and activity room, the 
projects we were assigned—everything was well 
planned to make the most of our time and impart us 
the maximum skill and experience. The teachers, 
instructors and museum personnel were all very nice, 
cooperative and helpful. All in all, these 7 days spent 
amidst our national treasures and people having vast 
knowledge were the highlight of my summer 
vacations”–Ayushi Jain, Convent of Jesus and Mary. 
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In the seven days the student interns spent at the museum, they contributed by preparing audits of its 
various departments—which gave them an opportunity to deliver feedback about the museum, its 
galleries and its services directly to the concerned authorities—, by basing their research around objects 
from different galleries, and also delivering back to the museum by preparing fun activity kits to 
practically demonstrate the history of their respective galleries to the museum’s visitors. Overall, this 
internship provided the students with a well-rounded view of the functioning of a museum, as well as 
about the research that goes in and the kinds of methodologies used by curators to dig deeper about 
historical objects, in order to make the world see them through the eyes of a historian. 

Students were asked to rate and suggest ways to improve the display and signage, security and 
housekeeping of the museum. For this, they conducted detailed museum audits—specifically in the 
fields of Security, Housekeeping & Visitors Services, and Collection & Exhibition— where they 
incorporated their own observations and suggestions 
with those of the museum visitors. 

 

This served as a great chance for the students to 
understand firsthand the on-ground functioning of a 
major space such as the National Museum. The 
valuable inputs collected keenly and enthusiastically 
by the interns will be consolidated in a single 
document which will be presented to the museum 
later this year. 

 

 

Ms. Komal Pande, Asst. Curator, Numismatic and Epigraphys, 
explaining to the students the significance of coins as a historical 

source 

“This summer in my internship with ITIHAAS, 
I learnt many new things. I looked at the 
National museum with fresh eyes, even though 
I had been there many times. Each gallery I 
visited showed me something new and told me a 
story that I did not know before. My favorite 
parts of the program were interacting with 
people from other schools to make an activity 
kit, and visiting the store room that stored 
beautiful swords. It was a wonderful learning 
experience for me”—Subiya Asad, Vasant 
Valley School. 

 

Students trying their hand at the activity kit designed by the 
museum’s Education Department 
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Interactive sessions with the officials and staff at the museum, such as the security personnel and 
curators, made the students gain a better understanding of the aspects and nuances of running a museum 
and the challenges faced by its various departments, which ultimately helped them review the museum 
better and make practical suggestions for its improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Interactions with members of the museum’s executive body—such as Ms. Komal Pande, Assistant 
Curator of the Numismatics and Epigraphy Department, and Mr. Badwal, Company Commander, CISF 
and the Security-Head of the museum—gave the students a close understanding of the significance of the 
work at the museum, be it archiving historical objects or guarding them round the clock. While Mr. 
Badwal disclosed to them the different security layers, apparatus and measures employed to guard the 
museum and its rich collection, Ms. Pande enlightened the students about the significance of coins as a 
historical source as well as the process of archiving coins in a museum, means and methods used to 
conserve coins, the display and layout of the museum’s coin collection, amongst other pertinent themes. 
 

Spending hours in the National Museum Library to research not only their museum projects but also 
their school History projects yielded richer and more 
informed accounts of History  produced  by  the  
students, creating a more fulfilling and enriching 
experience. This helped them develop their skills of 
research and sifting through sources and data. The 
ITIHAAS team also familiarized the student-interns 
with the need and methods of creating a bibliography 
to cite references. Students carefully took note of and 
implemented all instructions given to them, such as the 
importance of adding a properly formatted 
bibliography at the end of their final reports. Also, to 
guide the students in the creation of their activity kits, 
Ms. RigeShiba, Assistant Curator of the museum’s 
Education Department, invited them to the museum’s 
activity room where they caught a glimpse of the kind 
of activities the museum has already been using to 
engage visitors of various age groups and 
backgrounds. 

“The ITIHAAS Summer Workshop at the 
National Museum has been a wonderful and 
enriching experience for me. One of the best 
moments of the workshop was being able to 
access the exclusive library which gave us an 
opportunity to explore History with a much 
better and deeper perspective. The workshop as a 
whole allowed us to push our boundaries and be 
creative. We learnt how to be better together as a 
team and the workshop also allowed us to assess 
our own capabilities”—Hrillekha Gupta, DPS 
Sector-45, Gurugram. 

Student-interns attending an interactive session on activity-
kit-making with Ms. RigeShiba, Asst. Curator of the 

museum’s Education Department 

A student-intern in the museum’s Conservation Lab 
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However, as the saying goes, all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. Thus, the workshop also 
comprised some fun activities planned for the students. While the exciting opportunity to visit the Arms 
& Armour storage space, which allowed them to see some valuable and fine examples of weaponry at 
close quarters, gave them an entry into one of the many chambers of secrets of the National Museum, a 
fun game of treasure-hunt involved many of them challenging each other with mind-boggling mystery 
puzzles, riddles and quizzes centered around objects in different galleries, thereby enhancing their 
knowledge about the same in a fun-filled way. A visit to the museum’s Conservation Lab served as an 
opportunity for the interns to practically understand and compare the treatment of an object by 
conservators in an institutional space like a museum. 

Student-interns explaining the history around an artifact to 
museum visitors during a gallery tour. 

“From meeting new people to looking at 
exhibits from different countries, from having 
access to the library of the National Museum to 
actually getting a glimpse of what are the 
various research methodologies—this internship 
was definitely a highlight of my summer 
vacations. The ‗India and the World‘ exhibition 
allowed me—for the first time— to observe 
objects from different civilization, ranging from 
the Egyptians to the Sassanians with a little 
sprinkle of the original Americans. Since it was 
probably my last internship before I finish my 
school, I genuinely think that I couldn‘t have 
asked for a better one”—Devaanshi Mahajan, 
The Heritage School, Rohini. 
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After a week-full of thorough research on the part of each student, and rigorous feedback sessions by the 
ITIHAAS team aiming to give their research a proper direction, this internship finally reached its 
culmination with an insightful presentation session— oral but in some cases, supplemented by a Power 
Point Presentation— where a tour of different galleries of the museum was given by each team, 
providing an insightful explanation of the physical features and the larger context of their objects to the 
ITIHAAS team. All teams engaged with visitors through their activity kits, which turned out to be big 
hits. After all, the highlight of the National Museum Summer Workshop Programme was the 
enthusiastic and willing participation of the students. 

 

Awarding of certificates to all student-interns during the 
closing ceremony. 

Student-interns engaging museum visitors with their activity-
kits. 

The Arms & Armour storage space displaying some valuable and 
fine example of weaponry. 



 
 
 
THE SUMMER HERITAGE PROGRAMME AT THE NATIONAL GANDHI MUSEUM, 2019 
 
From 21st to 25th May, 2019, 33 students from various schools took part in the ITIHAAS Summer 
Heritage Programme at the National Gandhi Museum in New Delhi.  
 

 
Ms. Smita Vats, interacting with the students 
 
 
While understanding the various photographs, the written text and the objects, originals as well as 
replicas, the students had to select a leader, other than Gandhi, who was to be a focus of their projects. 
They also visited the replica of Hriday Kunj, an ashram, and found themselves intrigued by the size of 
the rooms, the placement of certain objects, and the fact that Gandhi had made a constitution for the 
ashram. Later in the day, they came up with catchy slogans which had to be relevant to the year of 1935. 
Each group chose a gallery they wanted to work on, for the next four days. Before leaving, they saw a 
short documentary on Mahatma Gandhi.  
 
On the second day, homework was the first thing that was discussed. Each student had to listen to or read 
a speech given by Gandhi and Nehru and compare the two, as well as compare them with the speeches of 
present day leaders. The sources for the latter were 4 news channels, 2 in Hindi and 2 in English. They 
then built an understanding of the differences between leaders and politicians, and the values associated 
with both.  
 
They were enthralled when the curator of the museum, Mr. Ansar Ali, spoke to them about his personal 
experience and how Gandhi played multiple roles in his life. He also took questions at the end of the 
session.  

   
Mr. Ansar Ali, addressing the students 

 
 

On the first day, the students from classes 6th to 10th 
met and interacted with Smita Vats, who introduced 
them to the programme, the role of Mahatma Gandhi, 
and the museum. An ice-breaker activity was held in 
which each student had to introduce themselves using 
two words that described them best. They were then 
divided into three groups, led by three sherpas 
(someone who guides and mentors them). While the 
groups were busy exploring the different galleries, one 
member from each group made the drink of sattu for 
everyone. They shared the recipe and the benefits with 
each other, and offered the drink to the staff of the 
museum too.	

While some groups went to interview different people (the 
librarian, the bookshop seller, the canteen owner, etc.) after 
forming proper questionnaires, the others learnt how to spin 
a charkha.  

   

They understood the 
importance the relevance of  
Khadi and self reliance, and 
many were motivated to 
make their own clothes.  
	



On the third day, the focus was on the gallery walks, and how it could be interactive and inclusive. One 
group cleaned the museum with utmost excitement and some worked at the bookshop.  
 
On the fourth day, the students assembled at Raj Ghat for a 30 minute walk. It was an enriching experience 
for most of them as they had never been there prior to this. They walked back to the museum and drank 
lemonade. A novel activity for them, was of writing a postcard and pasting the stamps on the same. The 
21st century is mostly technological, but the joy of writing and receiving a real postcard in one’s postal 
mail was unparalleled.  
 
Mr. Annamalai, the Director of the Museum, addressed the students. He talked about the importance of 
the museum, how it functions, and shared powerful anecdotes from Gandhi’s life. 
 
 

                       
 

      	
 
 
The students left the museum with a lot of information, confidence, and the VIDIA values (versatility, 
integrity, discipline, innovation, attention to detail) of ITIHAAS.  

 
At the end of the last day of the programme, with wide smiles! 

On the fifth and last day, each group was well prepared with their 
gallery walks. Parents, guardians, friends, tourists, and visitors were 
witnesses of these walks in the Charkha Gallery, Photo Gallery, 
Commemorative Gallery, and the Martyrdom Gallery. What they saw 
was not just a simple narrative tour, but one filled with various 
elements, such as sound effects, self composed poetry, singing and 
enactment. 
After getting their projects and workbooks checked by their sherpas 
The students presented them to Mr. Annamalai,. They received their 
certificates from him. Hewas elated with their growth and 
contribution to the museum. 
	



 
 

The Ali Naqvi Summer Heritage Programme 
27th May - 30th May 2019 

 
 
ITIHAAS organized the Ali Naqvi Summer Heritage program from 27th May - 30th May 
2019, where over 115 students from over 30 schools participated in this four days moving  
programme. It aimed at building awareness and understanding of our legal system as well 
as encouraging responsible citizenship.  

 
 
On Day 1, the students worked at the 
Parliament Street Police station, one of 
the oldest police stations in Delhi, 
established in 1913. The students 
interacted with the police officers on-duty 
and understood the role and functioning 
of the police force, the importance of 
women’s help desk and demystifying the  
‘laathi charge’. The students visited 
different departments and rooms of the 
police station and saw the lockup where 
the freedom fighter Bhagat Singh was 

locked before his sentence was carried out. In the arms and ammunition room, the students 
saw various guns and bullets used by the police and the defense forces. The day ended 
with an interactive session with our guest speaker, Ms. Chhaya Sharma, the erstwhile DCP 
of Delhi Police who is credited with solving the Nirbhaya case and is now with the National 
Commission of Human Rights. 
 
Day 2, was spent at the Patiala House 
Courts Complex, observing the 
proceedings of both the civil and criminal 
courts. They also visited to the mediation 
room and understood the functions of the 
same. The lawyers talked to the students 
about the different hierarchies and types 
of courts. The day ended with an 
interactive session with senior Judge Shri. 
Chandarjeet Singh who took up the doubts 
and queries of the students regarding the 
judicial system and answered the 
questions meticulously. 



 
 

 
Students visited Studio Safdar on Day 3.  Named after Safdar Hashmi, an Indian playwright 
and founder of Jan Natya Manch. The visit was aimed at generating debates on the role of 
protests in a civil society. After a brief introduction by Ms. Moloyshree Hashmi, one of the 
founding members of the street theatre group Jana Natya Manch, the students saw a short 
film on the life of Safdar Hashmi through his works. This was followed by a discussion in 
which Ms. Hashmi rightly said that protests need not always be against an issue, but can 
be for some ideas as well.  

 
 
Day 4 was marked by a visit to the 
Supreme Court Museum. This was the 
venue that tied up and closed the entire 
programme. It helped students 
comprehend the heritage of the judiciary. 
A gallery walk of the museum was 
followed by a short movie screening on 
the judicial system and an address by 
the curator of the museum, Mr. Rajesh 
Prasad. The programme ended with the 
certificate ceremony. 
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ITIHAAS SUMMER MUSEUM 

INTERNSHIP 2016-17: A Report 

The ITIHAAS-Summer Museum Internship 

Programme was organized this year in the 

months of May and June. The programme 

was intended for students from classes 9 to 

12, and invited students to intern and work 

on original, museum-based projects at the 

Gandhi Museum, the Crafts Museum and 

the National Museum. Additionally, 

ITIHAAS also launched a new programme- 

the Ali Naqvi Judiciary Project, which 

aimed to give students of classes 11th and 

12th a firsthand perspective of the 

functioning of the Judiciary system in India. 

Designed to be an immersive and 

demanding programme, the internship 

received an overwhelming number of 

applications from schools across North 

India, of whom 78 students were selected.   

 

INTERNSHIP 1:  National Gandhi 

Museum // 23rd May – 3rd June 2016 

 
11 interns from classes 9-11 were chosen to 

represent their schools and ITIHAAS at the 

National Gandhi Museum this summer. This 

internship, organized in collaboration with 

the Director and Curatorial Departments of 

the National Gandhi Museum, gave interns 

the opportunity to spend ten days at the 

museum, where they contributed to the 

museum by volunteering with various 

departments. Thus, interns had the 

ITIHAAS interns learn about creating replicas of objects at the 

Modelling Section of the National Museum 

ITIHAAS interns design a guided tour of the 

galleries at the National Gandhi Museum 

ITIHAAS interns at the Crafts Museum 
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opportunity to interview museum staff, 

volunteer at the museum’s bookshop, 

participate in interactive workshops and 

formally interview the museum’s Director, 

and design and conduct guided tours of the 

museum’s galleries. The most significant 

interactions perhaps was between the 

interns and Dr. Aparna Basu, Chairperson of 

museum and Shri Annamalai, Director, 

Gandhi Museum, where interns had the 

opportunity to directly deliver feedback 

about the museum, its galleries and its 

services to the highest ranks of the 

Museum’s executive body. 

The second aspect of this internship 

focused on introducing interns to the life 

and work of Gandhiji. In order to achieve 

this, interns were taken to important sites 

related to Gandhiji’s life, including Rajghat, 

where they had a glimpse of the national 

reverence accorded to Gandhiji. Interns also 

had the opportunity to interact with 

officials of the Gandhi Darshan Samiti, who 

spoke to them at length about the more 

personal, lesser-known aspects of Gandhiji’s 

life. The most popular element of this 

internship though, was the charkha session, 

where interns all learnt how to use this 

instrument- so significant to Gandhiji’s 

Swadeshi Movement- to spin thread. 

Overall, this internship gave students a well-

rounded view of the functioning of a 

museum, as well as about the life and 

significance of Gandhiji and his beliefs, all of 

which continue to inspire us even today.  

The dedication and hard work of the 

interns at this internship has materialized 

into a document suggesting changes to the 

museum’s visitor services and display and 

lighting practices. This document was 

created as a result of a detailed Museum 

Audit that interns conducted during the 

course of the project and will be presented 

to the museum later in the year.



INTERNSHIP 2:  Crafts Museum // 31st 

May – 9th June 2016 

 

 
The internship at the Crafts Museum was 

centered on the theme of the ‘Living 

Museum’- 20 students from classes 10th, 

11th and 12th worked in teams to interact 

with the craftspeople at the museum, and 

to understand through them, the various 

aspects and nuances of preserving the 

country’s rich handicraft and artisanal 

traditions. Interns worked at the stalls of 

different craftspeople for ten days in order 

ITIHAAS interns with Shivani Sharma, Co-ordinator of the ITIHAAS Museum 

internship programme 

IT
IH

A
A

S
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 O

U
T

R
E

A
C

H
 



© ITIHAAS2016 

P
ag

e3
 



http://instagram.com/craftchronicles 

to understand firsthand the significance of 

their work, and their personal, professional 

and cultural experiences. The profile of the 

craftspeople ranged from National Award 

Winners, to people who had inherited their 

craft and art from their ancestors, and were 

now carrying on, and even modernizing the 

tradition. As part of this aim, the interns 

also interacted with Meenakshi J, a 

freelance artist who travels the country, 

creating public art, inspired by the art and 

craft form of the region, and understood 

her perspective on the relationship 

between craft and mainstream design 

today.  

Interns at this programme also had the 

unique opportunity to visit the world-class 

storage space of the Indira Gandhi National 

Centre for Arts (IGNCA). A conservator at 

the institution interacted with and gave 

interns an expert tour of the storage space 

which currently contains over 10,000 

objects of cultural and social significance 

from all across the country, including a rich 

collection of arts and craft objects from the 

North East. This was also an opportunity for 

interns to understand and compare the 

treatment of an object when it is conserved 

by the people who created it, in an open 

and social space such as a haat, versus 

when the object is conserved within the 

space of the museum. There was 

unanimous consensus that a craft can only 

be truly preserved when a living aspect is 

linked to it- for only when you talk to the 

people who know the significance of a craft 

object, to people who have dedicated their 

entire lives to learning, creating, perfecting 

and passing on the craft tradition, can you 

truly appreciate the value of the craft form. 

This internship will finally culminate into an 

online exhibition and photo series based 

on the stories collected by interns during 

the course of the programme. The project 

also has an Instagram profile which can be 

viewed at  

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNSHIP 3:  National Museum //  

7th- 16th June 2016 
 
20 students from classes 11th and 12th 
interned at the National Museum. The 
internship project this year was especially 
rigorous, and interns were assigned a very 
specific task of creating and proposing new 
exhibits in the museum’s galleries. The 
focus this year was on the National 
Museum’s new Anubhav gallery, a tactile 
gallery designed specifically for the visually 
impaired, where it is possible to touch 

This internship helped me understand the years 

of culture and tradition, hours of hard work, 

and the fierce sense of pride and loyalty that 

goes into creating a craft. Craftspeople are the 

true guardians of an aspect of our culture whose 

existence is threatened everyday by a lack of 

knowledge and appreciation. 

- Mehak Sahni, St. Thomas’ School 

Sh. Gorakhram and his family display an 'aari’ work dupatta which 
won him a National Award. The dupatta, which took five years to 

make, is handmade, and has been preserved so that it can be 
presented to the craftsperson's daughter at her wedding 
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replicas of some of the museum’s most 
well-known objects. Interns this year were 
asked to research the museum’s galleries 
and propose similar spaces throughout the 
museum where visitors could have a more 
interactive experience of the museum. 
Additionally, they were asked by the 
museum to suggest ways in which to 
improve the display and signage around the 
museum. To achieve this, the interns 
conducted over a hundred visitor surveys 
where they reached out to visitors for their 
feedback and opinions. 

 
The internship also enabled interns to 
understand firsthand the functioning of a 
major national museum. Interns visited the 
various stores, including the very exciting 
Arms & Armour storage space where they 
were allowed to handle some valuable and 
fine examples of weaponry, the Carpentry 
section-where they interacted with the 
carpentry team to understand the process 
of creating display cases, mounts, etc. for 
the objects on display; they learnt just how 
high the level of expertise was, when the 
foreman proclaimed “aap hume andhere 
me bhi kaam dedo, hum tab bhi ussi jagah 
par keel lgaenge jaha zarurat hai” ( you can 
make us work in the dark, and we will still 
be able to hammer a nail into the exact spot 
where you’ve asked us to), and the 

Modeling section, where they were able to 
create models of some famous artefacts 
including objects from the Harappan 
Civilisation. During the course of their 
project, they also had the novel opportunity 
to interview the officials and staff at the 
museum, from the receptionists, to the 
curators, many of whom are globally 
renowned experts in their field. The 
ultimate aim of this exercise was to ensure 
that interns were well aware of the nuances 
of the museum and the challenges faced by 
every department, before they began their 
review of the museum and made 
suggestions for its improvement.  
This task was supplemented by a series of 
treasure hunts, where interns challenged 
each other with cryptic questions about 
objects around the museum, thus 
furthering their knowledge about the same. 

This internship concluded with a 
presentation session where each of the 
five groups pitched their final proposals for 
the tactile spots in each museum gallery to 
the curators and the Outreach Department 
at the museum. They also presented their 
visitor survey findings and made 
suggestions regarding signage and access 
in the museum.  
 

THE ALI NAQVI JUDICIARY PROJECT 

4th- 6th June 

 
Apart from the museum internships, 
ITIHAAS also launched its first edition of the 
Ali Naqvi Judiciary Project- a three day 

For me, the internship enabled me to rethink 

‘why exactly the artifacts, paintings and 

other items on museum displays value a lot 

and the hard work that goes into conserving 

them for one and all. 

-Ishita Roy, St. Thomas’ School 

One of the most interesting tasks we did was 

the visitor survey across the museum. It was 

a very enriching experience speaking with 

tourists of myriad hues- teens and students 

to housewives and families or senior citizens 

and understanding their perceptions of the 

museum. It was very exciting to see the 

museum from this different viewpoint, and 

to be involved not as students, but as 

representatives of the museum 

-Shivani Karmakar, The Khaitan School 
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project designed to bring students from 
senior school in direct contact with the 
upholders and representatives of the 
country’s judiciary system.  20 students 
participated in this intensive project, where 
they explored some distinct aspects of the 
Judiciary system.  
 
The project began at Jantar Mantar, a 
monument that has in the current context 
become synonymous with public dissent 
and social justice. From here, the team 
moved to the Parliament Street Police 
Station and interacted with police officials 
who spoke to them at length about the link 
between the judiciary and the police. They 
also had a glimpse in the developments and 
changes in the system with the coming of 
technology, the most obvious change 
perhaps being the emergence of the online 
FIR filing system.   
 
The second day of the project commenced 
at the Supreme Court Museum where the 
curator, Mr. Rajesh Prasad took the 
students on a tour of the museum and 
spoke to them about the role certain 
objects in the museum played in the 
shaping of the judiciary. The aim of this visit 
was also to acquaint students with the 
evolution and history of the judiciary 
system, and the birth of this very complex, 
multidimensional system.  
The final day at the Patiala House Courts 
was a highlight for many in the delegation 
as it was an opportunity to see the judiciary 
system in action, and understand its finer, 
practical nuances. Students visited the CBI 
Courts, where a trial was underway. It was 
here that they interacted with a Judge and 
got an insight into court etiquette and legal 
concerns in the country today. At the MM 
Courts, students witnessed a cross-
examination and the formal entry of 

evidence- an experience quite different 
from that presented in the multiple legal 
shows on television today. 
The ultimate aim of the Ali Naqvi Judiciary 
Project was to clarify and debunk the haze 
of theory that interrupts and distorts our 
understanding of the Judiciary System in 
India. 
 Based on student feedback, ITIHAAS plans 
to re-introduce the Ali Naqvi Judiciary 
Project once again this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the great things was that we understood 

the judicial system from the beginning to the 

end-from the initial police complaint to the final 

court verdict. An internship is to understand the 

basic principles of a profession, and we did more 

than that in these 3 days. 

- Yagnesh Sharma, DPS Gurgaon 

In conversation with officers at the Parliament Street Police Station during 

the ITIHAAS Ali Naqvi Judiciary Project 
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ITIHAAS STATS 
Total Number of Applications: 530 

Total Number of Interns: 78 

Total Number of Summer 

Programmes: 4 

Total Number of Schools engaged: 36 

ITIHAAS interns discuss a Museum Audit at the National Gandhi Museum 

ITIHAAS interns learn a craft at the Crafts Museum internship 

|National Museum | National Gandhi Museum | 

 Crafts Museum |Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti | 

 Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts | Supreme 

Court Museum| 
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he ITIHAAS-Summer Museum Internship Programme 2018 

took place in collaboration with the National Museum 

(Delhi) from 6
th

-13
th

 June. It was attended by 57 students of 

classes XI
th

 and XII
th

, seeking a firsthand perspective on 

researching a primary historical source archived in a museum as 

well as learning various techniques employed in data collation and 

interpretation, and in the preservation of a rich collection of 

artifacts in such a space. The workshop turned out to be a 

demanding as well as an insightful experience for the students, 

who had all been selected after a tedious screening process, to 

represent schools from across Delhi NCR. 

ITIHAAS interns at the National Museum 

The National Museum boasts of over 200,000 works of art, of both 

Indian and foreign origin, covering more than 5,000 years of the 

rich cultural heritage of different parts of the world, bringing 

history to life. Its rich collection of the museum represents almost 

all disciplines of art: Archaeology, Arms and Armour, Decorative 

Arts, Jewellery, Manuscripts, Miniatures, Tanjore and Ajanta 

Paintings, Textiles, Numismatics, Epigraphy, Central Asian 

Antiquities, Anthropology, Pre-Columbian American and Western 

Art Collections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The museum is currently hosting an impressive exhibition on 

Indian Civilization called “India and the World: A History in Nine 

Stories”, tracing a history of two million years by displaying over 

200 objects from the British Museum, London and 20 museums 

and private collections from India. Reflecting the chronological 

evolution of Indian Civilization since antiquity as well as its 

interconnectedness with the world at large through an incredible 

range of exquisite artifacts from India and abroad, the exhibition 

captures the attention of every visitor indeed. It was this exhibition 

that was also the focus of this year‟s summer workshop.  

The project had two components - (i) individual research of an 

object from one of the galleries of the museum with a special focus 

on its physical attributes, contextual history and value or role in an 

international framework by establishing a connection between the 

individual object and the larger theme of „India and the World‟, as 

part of their research, and (ii) a collective assignment—done in 

gallery-based groups— of creating an audio guide or an activity kit 

for the gallery allotted to each team. The project was presented in 

the form of an individual final report, a gallery tour by each group 

and a final presentation of the activity or audio kit.

T ―This internship was not only an educational, but an equally exciting 

experience for me. It gave me the opportunity to revisit and explore 

the rich and glorious past of India along with understanding the 

various dynamics and inner workings of any museum, thus fulfilling 

my thirst for knowledge. The visits to the galleries, Conservation Lab 

and activity room, the projects we were assigned—everything was well 

planned to make the most of our time and impart us the maximum 

skill and experience. The teachers, instructors and museum personnel 

were all very nice, cooperative and helpful. All in all, these 7 days 

spent amidst our national treasures and people having vast knowledge 

were the highlight of my summer vacations‖ –Ayushi Jain, Convent 

of Jesus and Mary 
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Ms. Komal Pande, Asst. Curator, Numismatic and Epigraphys, explaining to the students 

the significance of coins as a historical source 

In the seven days the student interns spent at the museum, they 

contributed by preparing audits of its various departments—which 

gave them an opportunity to deliver feedback about the museum, 

its galleries and its services directly to the concerned authorities—, 

by basing their research around objects from different galleries, 

and also delivering back to the museum by preparing fun activity 

kits to practically demonstrate the history of their respective 

galleries to the museum‟s visitors. Overall, this internship provided 

the students with a well-rounded view of the functioning of a 

museum, as well as about the research that goes in and the kinds of 

methodologies used by curators to dig deeper about historical 

objects, in order to make the world see them through the eyes of a 

historian.  

Students were asked to rate and suggest ways to improve the 

display and signage, security and housekeeping of the museum. 

For this, they conducted detailed museum audits—specifically in 

the fields of Security, Housekeeping & Visitors Services, and 

Collection & Exhibition— where they incorporated their own 

observations and suggestions with those of the museum visitors.   

This served as a great chance for the students to understand 

firsthand the on-ground functioning of a major space such as the 

National Museum. The valuable inputs collected keenly and 

enthusiastically by the interns will be consolidated in a single 

document which will be presented to the museum later this year. 

 

Students trying their hand at the activity kit designed by the museum’s Education 

Department 

―This summer in my internship with ITIHAAS, I learnt many new 

things. I looked at the National museum with fresh eyes, even 

though I had been there many times. Each gallery I visited showed 

me something new and told me a story that I did not know before. 

My favorite parts of the program were interacting with people from 

other schools to make an activity kit, and visiting the store room that 

stored beautiful swords. It was a wonderful learning experience for 

me‖—Subiya Asad, Vasant Valley School 
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Interactive sessions with the officials and staff at the museum, such 

as the security personnel and curators, made the students gain a 

better understanding of the aspects and nuances of running a 

museum and the challenges faced by its various departments, 

which ultimately helped them review the museum better and make 

practical suggestions for its improvement.  

Interactions with members of the Museum‟s executive body—such 

as Ms. Komal Pande, Assistant Curator of the Numismatics and 

Epigraphy Department, and Mr. Badwal, Company Commander, 

CISF and the Security-Head of the museum—gave the students a 

close understanding of the significance of the work at the museum, 

be it archiving historical objects or guarding them round the clock. 

While Mr. Badwal disclosed to them the different security layers, 

apparatus and measures employed to guard the museum and its 

rich collection, Ms. Pande enlightened the students about the 

significance of coins as a historical source as well as the process of 

archiving coins in a museum, means and methods used to conserve 

coins, the display and layout of the museum‟s coin collection, 

amongst other pertinent themes.    

                                                           Spending hours in the 

National Museum Library to research not only their museum 

projects but also their school History projects yielded richer and 

more informed accounts of History produced by the students, 

creating a more fulfilling and enriching experience. This helped 

them develop their skills of research and sifting through sources 

and data. The ITIHAAS team also familiarized the student-interns 

            
Student-interns attending an interactive session on activity-kit-making with Ms. Rige 

Shiba, Asst. Curator of the museum’s Education Department 

 

with the need and methods of creating a bibliography to cite 

references. Students carefully took note of and implemented all 

instructions given to them, such as the importance of adding a 

properly formatted bibliography at the end of their final reports. 

Also, to guide the students in the creation of their activity kits, Ms. 

Rige Shiba, Assistant Curator of the museum‟s Education 

Department, invited them to the museum‟s activity room where 

they caught a glimpse of the kind of activities the museum has 

already been using to engage visitors of various age groups and 

backgrounds.  

                           
A student-intern in the museum’s Conservation Lab 

―The ITIHAAS Summer Workshop at the National Museum has been a 

wonderful and enriching experience for me. One of the best moments of the 

workshop was being able to access the exclusive library which gave us an 

opportunity to explore History with a much better and deeper perspective. 

The workshop as a whole allowed us to push our boundaries and be creative. 

We learnt how to be better together as a team and the workshop also allowed 

us to assess our own capabilities‖—Hrillekha Gupta, DPS Sector-45, 

Gurugram 
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However, as the saying goes, all work and no play makes Jack a 

dull boy. Thus, the workshop also comprised some fun activities 

planned for the students. While the exciting opportunity to visit the 

Arms &Armour storage space, which allowed them to see some 

valuable and fine examples of weaponry at close quarters, gave 

them an entry into one of the many chambers of secrets of the 

National Museum, a fun game of treasure-hunt involved many of 

them challenging each other with mind-boggling mystery puzzles, 

riddles and quizzes centred around objects in different galleries, 

thereby enhancing their knowledge about the same in a fun-filled 

way. A visit to the museum‟s Conservation Lab served as an 

opportunity for the interns to practically understand and compare 

the treatment of an object by conservators in an institutional space 

like a museum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
Student-interns explaining the history around an artifact to museum visitors during a 

gallery tour 

―From meeting new people to looking at exhibits from 

different countries, from having access to the library of the 

National Museum to actually getting a glimpse of what are 

the various research methodologies—this internship was 

definitely a highlight of my summer vacations. The ‗India 

and the World‘ exhibition allowed me—for the first time—

to observe objects from different civilization, ranging from 

the Egyptians to the Sassanians with a little sprinkle of the 

original Americans. Since it was probably my last 

internship before I finish my school, I genuinely think that 

I couldn‘t have asked for a better one‖—Devaanshi 

Mahajan, The Heritage School, Rohini 
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After a week-full of thorough research on the part of each student, 

and rigorous feedback sessions by the ITIHAAS team aiming to 

give their research a proper direction, this internship finally 

reached its culmination with an insightful presentation session—

oral but in some cases, supplemented by a Power Point 

Presentation— where a tour of different galleries of the museum 

was given by each team, providing an insightful explanation of the 

physical features and the larger context of their objects to the 

ITIHAAS team. All teams engaged with visitors through their 

activity kits, which turned out to be big hits. After all, the highlight 

of the National Museum Summer Workshop Programme was the 

enthusiastic and willing participation of the students. 

 

Awarding of certificates to all student-interns during the closing ceremony 

                                       
Student-interns engaging museum visitors with their activity-kits          

                  

 

The Arms &Armour storage space displaying some valuable and fine examples of 

weaponry 
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